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The perusal bf a pamphlet lately pub^ 
lished, entitled^ ^^An Address to the Pub* 
lie upon the 4angerous Tendency 6f the 
London Female Penitentiary,'* created in 
my mind mingled sensations of surprise 
and regret, that an individual of charac^ 
terj experience^ atid influence, should have 
interposed a barrier to the progressive use- 
fulness of an institution purposed^ by its 
founders, to relieve the miseries of an u^n- 
happy class 6f Ipmalesj and to operate as 
Aome check to their hitherto unrestrained 
profligacy. 
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It is 5tn ancient adage, the truth o/ 
which at once strikes our senses, that old 
prejudices, and young experience, ar? two 
difficult things to oppose with success; 
the first, rooted iii the mind by particular 
bias of the feelings, or long habits, is too 
firmly fixed to be easily supplanted by 
other principles, without considerable vie*- 
leric^ io that vanity and s*lf-sufficiency so 
iifaivfersaliy predominant in the human 
heart j the latter, the attendant oia minds 
fl^ yet uar0strdihed by disapporintment^ 
or matured by kiaowledge and practice it 
ihe sophistry of the world, and confident 
of 4he iitness of their coticeptions m^ely 
from innate feedings. and impulses, wiiicb 
-too often clojud ihe judgment, and cq:ia)Qiip 
its reasoning faculties* 

Although the writer of these remarks 
is not yet fettered with the prejudices €£ 
riper years, he has not attained, that solid- 



^t^ of i^Sfify^eoibe 1arkich« M the «sl»&fttaQ& 
i^wsfty p«ff(W6, would. Header bi« fioia. 
f^0t^[)it to ai^gue a^caae of the/pffiseat itr^ 
p0it$mi(€i» agarai^t that iveight of e^tpe* 
]$eQ€^ And i»geo.iftky displayed by M«. 
HoJbe* I h^yie, however^ ia this c4«i» 
tftkcQ np my pen ^i^ith jccmslderabte ji^^isir 
^^ti^n^ to es^taji^oinr ti> counteract t)i!^ 
wa^vaxu^ aduraiuscK^ in the Addiipss; witb 
tfitti frektnMoas ito dwi pialaroAage of ri^ 
public, ^r bem&t to ihe citiisie I eapQm«iBs» 
tno^ hie left to .time to develop: but 

t&wi0am&y jtfiat if. ia isnxM*>, it is ^n thfc 
4rid9 of ^uinw^t m ondfftr^^icrii]^ to x^p^ 
cpose ^6 injuiry' wioob im^t acj^niw io 
^at faen/eirx^im^ Ixteiitutioo^ wiiQse. >itt* 
ieiieats I ifMi to;CQfi(tiihute: my kumble 
f&wfi% ;t0 coQH:diddle, and is^oa^ usd^jli^ 
uacifts I «rkh to afie'extBHcfted. -: 
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his eitordiuiii, thai ^4n discussing a subject 
«f this nature, it requires no small share off 
prudence, to separate what simply istrike^ 
our passions, from that solid truth which 
alone caii convince our understanding :" 
and saysj he hopes, in the few remarks he 
is about to ofFer^ it will appear that he ba)^ 
endeavoured stridtly to adhere to this prin- 
ciple. I certainly agree with him in this 
^ntiment, that it not only requires np small 
share of prudence to separate what simply 
strikes our passions from that solid truth 
which alone cohvinces our understanding; 
but with all due deference to his judgment, 
I would go farther^ and urge that^ inba^ 
lancing the good or evil likely to r^ult to 
-society from the Establishment and in- 
fluence of particular charitable institu- 
tions^ our reason is too often guided by 
imagination, and our opposition founded 
in caprice r^fancy represents to us, in strong 
and lively. colours, the evils j oiij€veh-the 
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abuses, of a system, which our judgment 
disproves ; while, on the other hand, wp 
superficially yiew the beneficial tendency 
of the ultimate object to which the means 
^re directed^ 

Under the present loose and degraded 
condition of the morals of a large propor- 
tion of the people, every endeavour re- 
sortecj to for eradicating the seeds of vice^^ 
removing the pandei^ of voluptuousness^ 
and fortifying the principles from the at. 
tacks of prostitution and scepticism, is 
worthy the strenuous support of every in- 
dividual who feels himself in the le^st de^? 
gree interested in the sapre(l cause of re^- 
ligion and humanity, The paths of error 
2|re various and infinite ; the baneful ef- 
fects of luxury are felt through all the ar- 
teries of the social constitution ; and but. 
for the disinterested exertions of ,associ- 

r 

l^tejd philanthrQpists, would soon over- 



frhelm the pfinciplesv and ctmstime thtk 
strength and indtrstry, qf the comifry^ ijf 
jiidoleGce, hnmoralitj, and debauphery. 

Whq were the first prorxjoters or foundersf ' 
pf this Institution I am not informed, nor 
is it at all necessary that I should know; 
and here I wqijld remark, that I stand to?? 
fally unconnected, either directly or indi- 
jrectly, with the Society, which gives me 
greater latitude, and enables me to speak 
with more freedom of its members. In 
looking over the list of its committee and 
active supporters, they are found to be 
flneti of unblemished character and repu* 
fation, mm of discerpment and sound 
judgment, who, having felt a sincere com-* 
passion for the wretchedness and misery 
pf their unfortunate countrywomen, bavef 
jexerted the most beQevolept zeal to snatch 
them from overwhelming infamy and dis-^ 
'jgrace* But if ^r. Hales premises arf 
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founded ki truth, and his inferences cor^ 
rectly drawn, ^ve cannot entertain a very 
favourable opinicm of the strength of their 
faculties, eithet for the wisdom of fore*- 
sights or maturity of judgment. On the 
contrary, in the establishment of this In^ 
stitution they have proceeded oii false cal- 
culations, regardless of the fules of justice, 
and the proportion of punishment dua 
to the objects of their mistakeji philan- 
thropy. 

Of the deplorable objects of this Asy- 
lum a few words will suffice, as of their 
individual characteiB, or situations, we 
have no correct knowledge; but, collec- 
tively, it is intended for the reception of 
those women whose lamentable condition 
it is, in some unguarded hour, toliave de- 
viated from the paths of virtue and bap^ 
piness, generally seduced by vile profli- 
gates, initiated in the arts of infamy and 
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vicious habits; and tlie slender barriers 
that once guarded their virtue being now 
removed, and their characters lost, have 
no resource left wherewith to provide the 
necessary means of existence, but by ad- 
ministering to the vices, and corrupting 
the morals^ of the other sex; Unless indeed 
it be, that, after having been some little 
jtime hackneyed in the ways of prostitu- 
tion, they can claim admittance into the 
workhouse. 



But I shall now prbceed to disctss the 
merits of the question at is^ue^ and take 
the .first part of the arguments urgecj 
iigstinst the policy of the objects the Lon« 
don Female Penitentiary has in view^ in 
the order they are advanced. In the first 
place, Mr. Hale questions the truth of th6 
following sentiment of Dr. Hawker, in his 
address to the public respecting the asy- 
lum he was endeavouring to establish at 
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Plymouth, that "multitudes, whose hearts 
revolt at the dreadful necessity of conti- 
nued prostitution, are, nevertheless, con^ 
strained to pursue it for their daily sup-^ 
port/' In answer to which, he says, " there 
is no necessity for any one womanj howr 
ever desperate her character, to continue 
in prostitution a single hour for her daily 
support;'' and inforais us, that a work- 
house is an appropriate resort for one 
whose heart is smitten with remorse, and 
who has, perhaps, at one period of her life, 
moved in a sphere of life far above medio- 
crity ; and who, however she may deplore 
her way of life, would look with horror 
on such an asylum, if she sl>ould happen 
to be acquainted with the circumstance 
that she could gain prompt admission 
upon her application, and confession 
of the degraded habits and contemptible 
necessities to which she had been accus- 
tomed. And when admitted an inmate of 
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this general receptacle of the miserable, 
the vicious, and the destitute, to whom 
could she unbosom her feelings, or the 
painful sense of her past errors, and re- 
ceive that instruction which, being min- 
gled with tenderoessi, might serve to re- 
gulate her future conduct ? And above all, 
to whom could she look for that religious 
instruction so necessary fo correct the im-^ 
moral habits she had acquired, and fortify 
her mind, when once more cast upon the 
world, against the allurements of vice 
and the corruptions of her own he^ut, or 
to give her that peace of mind which the 
principles and doctrines of Christianity- 
can p^lone impart ? I think, had the author 
directed his inquiries through all the streets 
of this gieat metropolis, in search of a fit 
receptacle for the unfortimate woman, he 
could not have selected a phm more un- 
appropriate for the object he has in view,, 
when we consider the ignorance and ne- 
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eessary qualificatibns of those persons who 
are generallj intrusted with the internal 
management of a poorhonse, together with 
the insults and taunts to which the unhap* 
pj penitent would be subjected from her 
fellow inmates, a description of the huraan 
species whose feelings are blunted to every 
sentiment of Christian compassion or hu- 
manity; and, farther, the difficulties the 
ovei'seers of the parish would have to con^ 
tend with in procuring her a situation' 
Suited to her former habits and present 
circumstances. I appeal to the candour 
of the reader, to judge of the fitness of 
Mr. Hale's method of counteractma; tlic 
deplorable effects of this vicious disease, 

I should have felt myself much in^ 
debted to the censor of the principles 
upon which the London Female Peniten- 
tiary is established, (whose great know- 
ledge and experience in parochial aftaire 
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are universally admitted,) if he had, in de- 
fence of his system, given one or more in- 
stances of any unfortunate women ad-» 
mitted into a workhouse for the reforma-* 
tion of her manners, who afterwarcj left 
it convinced of the iippropriety of her 
former habits, and by her future conduct 
gave undoubted testimony tp thp sincerity 
of her professions. I h^vq made minute 
inquiry, and cannot find a solitary instance, 
of one unfortunate girl that ever requested 
to be admitted into a workhouse from the 
horror she felt at her way of life; but have 
learned that hundreds have fled there 
through disease of body and- distress of 
circumstances, as a refuge from the pangs 
of misery and the terror of death. - It 
must either be admitted that none of these 
pitiable objects repent of their enormous 
crimes and profligacy from principle, or 
that a workhouse, as a purgatory, does 
pot accord '^vith the state of their minds^ 
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under such impressions as might lead 
them to abandon their wretched calhng, 
could any suitable occupation be found 
for them* 

But 1 turn with pleasure from the cheer- 
less waiste, where no salutary good has 
sprung forth to relieve the mind, weary 
of this dreary heath of human wretched* 
ness, to a soil which promises an abun* 
dant harvest of usefulness and consola^* 
tion. Though the recent estabhshment of 
thb mischievous Asylum precludes the pos- 
sibility of the managers as yet giving to 
the public a long detail of amended^^ha* 
tactersi returned to their friejttds, or the 
public, to fill honourable and useful $ta« 
tions of life, I have it from authority to 
state, that there are numbers qdl th« Iij* 
stitution who have manifested the greatest^ 
remorse at their iR^pner conduct, and de- 
mean themselves vfith, the gteat^t prof 
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priety and order ; and that the managers, 
from the present appearance and beha- 
viour of all those now on probation, 
form the most pleasing expectation of the 
great benefits likely to accrue to them- 
selves and society at large. I shall, how- 
ever, here give an extract frOnl the Bath 
Penitentiary, which, although unconnect- 
ed with this Institution, yet as it is esta-^ 
blished upon the same principles, will de- 
monstrate the beneficial tendency of the 
Xondon Asylum. 

^^ Convinced as the Committee are of 
the difficulty there may be in determiuihg, 
with certainty, the progress of the im-^ 
provemeifit of the heart, or the growth of 
the religioUfe principle in the soul, they 
are senisible that it becomes them to speak 
tRTith diffidence on the real moral and re- 
ligious state of six ydiing womenV who are 
BOW the objects of thfcip ear^ ; but they 
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have the satisfaction of saying, if apparent 
piety and devotion, if uniform decency of 
manners and conversation, if exemplary 
industry and attention on the business 
which employs their time, and affectionate 
I'espect to the matron who i^perintends, 
be fair grounds for concluding that con- 
viction of past errors, sentiments of con- 
trition, and resolution of amendment^ have 
actually taken place in the minds of the 
penitents, the Committee may then assure 

^ 

themselves tlrnt the blessing of God has 
descended on their endeavours to befriend 
these outcasts of society, and that thdr 
welfare, both temporal and eternal, is like- 
ly to be insured, by the advantages which 
this asylum has afforded them* AVhilst the 
Committee perform the painful task of 
reporting the death of one of the youi^g 
women, after her reception into the Pe- 
^ nitentiary, they beg leave to add, that 
i the}' found consolation under the melan- 
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choly event, in reflecting on the benefit 
which they have been enabled to affbud 
to the unfortunate individual, and on the 
salutary impression \diich her awful ex- 
ample evidently produced on the minds 
of the other penitents: they look back 
with something more than pleasure to the 
circumstances of their having given shel- 
ter to a helpless and devoted female, ema- 
ciated by disease, and bowed down witJi 
affliction ; of their having soothed the sor- 
rows of a broken heart, and quieted the 
agitations of a distracted conscience; of 
their having revived religious impressions 
,Aich had been long foi^tten, and W- 
' spired hopes of pardon and mercy which 
were of sufficient power to soften the paitts 
of decaying nature, and to triumph over 
the terrors of inipending dissolution/' 

As Mr. H. has given a few extracts from 
the Address in the Evangelical Magazine 
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for November last, I will pFesent it at full 
length, from which the reader will be able 
to form a more correct judgment of the 
eligibility or impropriety of th^ Institu* 
tion. 



" We are happy to be enabled to state^ 
that the object of this Institution,, which is 
to rescue poor deluded females from the 
paths of vice, by training them up in a re- 
ligious and industrious course, and restor- 
ing them to a useful station in society^ 
spems likely to be accomplished* 

" There are now under the protection, 
of the Institution upwards of forty women, 
whose conduct and deportment are truly 
encouraging: the greatest order prevails,, 
and the most punctual regularity is ob- 
served. 

" The house appropriated for their rer, 
.cepti<m is at Pentonville, in an airy situa- 
tion, A part of the house is well adapted 
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for divine worship, which is private. Suit- 
able discourses, by approved ministers, are 
delivered to them every Lords day; and 
the attention of the women is truly exem- 
plary. 

" The external management of the cha- 
rity is intrusted to a committee of twenty- 
four gentlemen; and the internal economy 
is confided to a committee of twenty-four 
ladies. Mrs. Stibbs, a lady of piety and 
active zeal, is the voluntary matron ; whose 
services are gratuitous. She is unremit- 
ting in her solicitude for the temporal and 
eternal welfare of her important charge. 

" A prompt reception of the returning 
prodigal, forms a strong feature in the 
plan of this charity ; the general outline of - 
which is as follows: 

"1. A temporary ward, for cases of- 
cijnergency . 

** 2. A probationary ward for 2 months, 
previous to - 
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" 3. A ward for full admission. 

" 4. A ward for diseased objects; for 
it is the full intention of the conductors 
of this charity to exclude none but those 
who exclude themselves, 

" A portion of their eurnings is allowed 
to them.— Each female sleeps in a sepa* 
rate bed, 

" After a period of two years, every pru- 
dent means having been fii-st employed to 
restore them to their relations or friends, 
it is intended to provide proper situations 
for them, such as may be best suited to 
their capacity and qualifications; and af-* 
terwards to encourage them by suitable 
rewards, on testimony of their good beha*^ 
viour. 

** Since the opening of the house (Jan. 
1, 1808) it has always been full; and the 
most painful feeling with which the com-^ 
mittees are exercised, is the absolute ne- 
cessity of refusing two or three every week, 
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for want of room. This distressiog sensa* 
tion can only be exeeeded by the un- 
feigned grief depicted on the countenances 
of the disappointed apphcants* Tiie pre-r 
niises are, however, capable of additional 
buildings; and a liberal public have it in 
their power to prevent the recurrence oC 
these painful sensations, by enabling the 
committee to enlarge their house by addi^^ 
tional buildings, if it were only by degrees^ 

** The average of all the ages of those 
who have applied, appears to be only six- 
teen! Hence it is obvious, how many 
there must be under that tender agpi 
Children, that claim the pity and symps(«t 
thy of a generous public ! — ^and shall the^ 
plead in vain ? 

" The Institution has exhausted the 
whole of its funds; they have numerous 
applications for reception ; and to enlai^e 
the sphere of the usefulness of the society 
^ould be a blessing indeed V 
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If, EB the authcH* has predicted^ such 
deadly cdntagion will attend the baneful 
influejioe of this Ai^lum^ and time and 
experience will, when too late, convince 
its present support^ of the calamitous 
coiBequences of their misguided zeal ; we 
might urge, with equal propriety, that 
workhouses, a$ constituted receptacles for 
the same ntielancholy objects, would, in a 
proportion nearly amounting to that of the 
Ji^on Female Penitentiary, open their 
4Q0i& to licentiousness and vice, e^^cepting 
ifi the particular of rewards and punish- 
ments: but to counterbalance this system 
of encouragement, we must taJke it intp 
consideration, that workhouses, from their 
public situiEition, togetlier with the sanc- 
tion of parliamentary authority^, ipu^t he 
wuiph better known t9 the unhappy wo- 
fn§n fts vf^esits from the prAPtice of l^eir 
ipiqptifs thsox the A^ylwo^ ^t Eeptonyi% 
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out such direful presages of the injutiousi 
tendency of the principle he deprecates, 
how much more effectual would the re- 
medy be, to procure a repeal of the im- 
placable statute, which, by its enactments, 
sanctions such nurseries for prostitution, 
and here I would appeal to the candour 
of the unprejudiced public, whether the 
London Female I^enitentiary is not better 
adapted than poor-houses for the recep- 
tion of sorrowful penitents, by its select 
organization ; and whether it is not likely 
to be more useful in obtaining for them 
appropriate situations in society, after 
their probationary confinement, through 
the connexions of those ladies who <J6n* 
duct its internal concerns, and the gentle- 
men of the comniittee, together with the 
great body of its supporters, who m^st all 
feel interested in the reputation and use- 
fulness of the society, by their future. pro- 
prietyof behaviour, and industrious babite» 
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when sent out into the world from under 
its probationarf discipline and religious 
instruction. 

I have now to notice ah assertion^ which, 
in the unqualified form Mr. H. has given 
it, has not the shadow of a defence ; that 
•* females who, having once deviated from 
the paths of virtue, and are desirous of 
being restored to religious instructions, arj^ 
not to be found in the nocturnal walks of 
abandoned prostitution, nor in the bn> 
thels of iniquity :"' on the contrary, I as* 
sert, that such characters are to be found 
even in the common haunts of prostitution 
and vice, let their iniquities be what tliey 
may ; for conscience is ever on the watch, 
aad, in spite of every obstacle, will unre- 
mittingly exert its voice with more or less 
effect, and especially in the hearts of those 
v^lio, in early life, have been blessed with 
a. religious^ education. He farther says, 

D 
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that if "they have been seduced to de- 
viate from the paths of virtue, pregnancy 
is generally the natural consequence of 
the illicit amour:'* on the contrary, it is 
my opinion, that when once, they have 
submitted to fornication, instead of preg- 
nancy being the consequence, four out of 
five of these pitiable outcasts launch into 
the iniquity and hardships of prostitution; 
and even allowing what is suggested, that 
pregnancy is the general result of the first 
amour, the next inquiry is, what becomes 
of them after their confinement — do they 
return to servitude? Alas! who would 
receive the unhappy exile from her family 
and friends, whose very name is only lisped 
to be reproached ? Can she pursue any use- 
ful occupation — ^to whom could she ap- 
ply to give her employment? Her charac- 
ter forfeited, destitute of friends, and, as it 
were, lost to the whole world, the unhappy 
female is at last compelled to resort to the 
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vices of debauchery dhd lewdness for sub- 
sistence, in pursuits inimical to her health, 
and which, from the delicate texture of her 
frame, frequently bring on speedy dissolu- 
tion ; or if she should' happen to survive 
the impetuous shock her constitution 
must sustain, how deplorable that preca- 
rious existence she drags out, exposed to 
the hardships and sufferings of inclement 
seasons, subjected to the insults and ca- 
pricious conduct of the dregs of human 
nature ! But the detail is past the power of 
my pen competently to describe in all its 
force and reality— too shocking for recol- 
lection to dwell upon ; but such as ought 
to act as a conspicuous beacon, to caution 
others to avoid that levity and self-confi- 
dence which have proved of such ruinous 
consequences to thousands of their fel- 
low creatures. And here I cannot avoid 
giving an extract from the pathetic Her* 
vey; an extract replete with important 
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without soitie medium similar to tliis In* 
stitution, it is not possible for thertt to 
procure a situation. And can it be sup- 
posed that any young woman, when in 
the fii'st temptation to gratify her sensual 
inclinations, would, from the knowledge 
she had of the existence of the Society; 
be at all influenced in her conduct ? As 
well might this objection be urged against 
innumerable charitable and other insti* 
tutioiis of the first respectability and use- 
fulness, and particularly against benefit 
societies, as nurseries for indolence and 
perjury; nay, poor-houses themselves 
might, with equal consistency, be ob- 
jected to, as incentives to drunkenness, 
extravagance, and vice of every complex- 
ion-^ as every parishioner, however ini- 
quitous and despicable his former life 
inaty have been, whatever injurious conse- 
quigntes society may have sustained from 
bis debaucheries, or the burthens he may 
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have cntaikd on the community by the 
pledges he has left them to support through 
his thoughtlessness and neglect, cannot 
be precluded from an asylum in these last 
resorts and general receptacles (with some 
few exceptions) of the vicious and the 
wretched, who must, of course, reduce 
themselves to that condition of distress 
" that will render them capable, by dint 
of practice, of the greatest duplicity : 
then, when disease overtakes them, and 
they can no longer minister to the sinful 
gratifications of others, they can have im- 
mediate access to these promising asy- 
lums; and have only to patch up a few 
falsehoods to procure a prompt admis- 
sion. 

. After several extraneous observations 
upon the internal economy of this institu- 
tion, and the prompt admission of appli- 
cants, we have an extract given us from 
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the conuttitteeV report. ^ After suitable 
probation, every prudent means will be 
employed to induce the relations or friends 
of the reclaimed female to receive her into 
their protection, and to provide a proper 
situation for her;'' if this, however, should 
prove unsuccessful, which distinction Mr. 
H. has not noticed, in his remarks, theii 
** endeavours will be made by the Society 
to place her in a safe and respectable si- 
tuation/* Now as the design of the ladies 
to procure the reclaimed penitent a situa- 
tion rested upon contingencies, he ought 
not merely to give us his mind upon the 
principles he condemns, but to allow 
some merit to the unexceptionable means 
of inducing her friends to receive the re- 
formed prostitute — as upon the commit- 
tee's good or bid success her future fate 
depended ; and whether they resorted at 
all to those steps, so reprehensible in his 
judgment. But I should hope, for the 

4 • 
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honour of human nature, and that laud^ 
able jealousy usually entertained by fafni* 
lies for their good name and welfare, that 
they would not be deaf to thfe voice of 
humanity, or the powerful ckiiiis of their 
long-lost relative, restdfed to them througli 
the honourable exertions of disinterested 
individuals; which claims Would be eh-^ 
forced, by the committee s representation 
of the sincerity which, from experience, 
they attached to her professitfps of atnend- 
ment, and earnest desire to live in future 
in some honest employment, shuddering 
at the recollection of her past conduct. 
Should, hovf^evef, her reUtives be callous 
to her supplications, atid the reclaimed 
object be destitute of ether friends, then 
it is that the Asylum undertakes to place 
her in a respectable and suitable situa- 
tion. 1^ his, in my opinion, is the most ob-^ 
jeCtionable part of the whole system; andf 
J certainly think, that as there ?ire in this 

£ 
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great metropolis, and in most towns Avher© 
the establishment of penitentiaries is ne- 
pes5ary, m^nufactpries or shops Avhere wor 
pien of this description might \)e epaplpy-r 
ed, it wQuld be ^ much more eligible plan 
to gaio them ?idmittance there : at the same 
time, I havp no icJea of the evil extending 
tp th^t magnitude, pr being ?ittended by 
such p^tralizipg effects, as Mr, H. fore- 
bodes; as ipany of these " abandoned, disT 
6as.e4 prpstituteSi whose hacdejied countei 
papcps hajj ee^ejj to blush ^t the grossest 
indecencies/' have (before tj^e establish- 
ment of this Society) he^n 1^ tq sf e the 
iniquity of their pursuits, as will be seen, 
in particular, in an accoupt pi^bl^^hed by 
Messrs, Williams <^ Smith, of the popver- 
sion of four prostitutes, and the Ijappy 
death of three of them. And if any of 
those who are sent out into the world, un- 
der the sanction of this Societv, to com- 
fortable and respectable situations, should 
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tleseH: tiie principles they Ohce pfofessedi 
' their change, of course, Would be immfe^ 
diately discovered, and the 0xt6nt of the 
mischief must be vefy circumscribed t or 
should they happen to bfe knowil ttt the 
servants in the neighbourhood^ ftnd any 
one should be inquisitive or Unfeeling 
enough to make any observatiori oh her 
former condition^ I think she could not 
give a very enviable description of it — on 
the contrary, nothing but one continued 
detail of deprivation and suffering, such 
as no human being, capable of reflectioni 
Would wish to undergo* 

** OUf tiomfbnlesd existence! hemmed tiifocinct 
With woes; which who that suffer wotild not kneel^ 
And beg for exile^ or the pangs pf death ?'' 

Again, the author Says that this mis- 
chievous Institution "opens wide its doors 
for the reception of the most abandcwed 
prostitutes, whenever they choose to go in ( 
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and that not only without the leasit pros- 
pect of punishmentj but with the actual 
promise af rewards, if thej behave well,i 
such as virtuous females too seldom have 
rea§on,to expect, and that on^e of the com- 
mittep informed him, the only test they 
have of the sincerity, of these priOstitutes is 
their own simple assertion/' This objec^ 
tion x'eminds me of the complaint the 
elder brother of the prodigal son made to 
his father; and, as it appears the best re- . 
futation of the objection here. stated, and 
is frQm authority too high, to, be. contro- 
verted, I refer the reader to the 1,5th of 
Luke, from the 17th verse to the end of 
the cha,pter,, 

r 

Mr. Ha^le remarks, that ^ whatever sys- 
tem is exhibited to,,thg view of the lower 
order of sctdety, that jewipves punishment 
from flagitioii^ crimes, mus.t naturally lead 
them to think lighter of those sins; »iwiJ». 
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f^Foportidn as these imprcssions are fasteil-^ 
ed in their minds, $o in proportion will their 
cornrpl incUnations; approxiniate toward* 
those very evik this institutional designed* 
tf>. prevent/' This is certainly o^ serious im-» 
port, and had it any foundation in truth, aa 
applicable to the: i'emale Peniteaitiary, I 
should immediately celinqui^h the opinioa. 
I have hitherto held of this Asylum : but 
thp fact isj they have not removed one pe- 
nalty attached to the dislinqjaency of tfae^ 
j|rostitute, nor have; they power to inflict 
punishment^ .except itr be confi?ieiftent» and; 
training her up to iudnstrious babita; But 
Iwould ask, .Which way ia themort prefer* 
able—to.driv^ hjsr^by cpereipn, from the 
pa|:hs.Qf;las€iuiousnesfl4 or to draw her from 
tjxem by the blandishments of virtue, and- 
the- satisf^ip:^, ipipartpdf to her io; the 
pupsvit qf : spjne, bpflfsst j. indiistriou^, c»llr 
iog/ Kor whffa: the: l?iws ; sare put io ; f(m» 
tfe^SBf^ heji^ frwQi the, baiiptps of] pppSiitwr 
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tian, she tbust have a livelihood, and wiu 
therefore, when driven to desperation, pay 
some hirehng for a false character, and by 
this means gain admittance into a family 
under the garb of virtue, without one bad 
habit corrected, or any religious instruc- 
tion imparted, to amend her future con^ 
duct; while those sent from under the fos- 
tering care of the Penitentiary, having of 
their own accord left their former bad 
practices, go out itito the ivorld with theif 
principles fortified by the kind instruction 
implanted in their minds: the famiHes 
who receive them are acquainted with 
their situation, and, of course, will tfratch 
their conduct with circunispection. And 
here I would observe, that the pangs of 
remorse they must most, if not all, of them 
feel at their former bad conduct, the re-^ 
iterated calls of conscience, and the reli- 
gious instruction they have received, can-* 
not allovv them to pass their hours in that 
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gaiety of heart we might at first thought 
suppose; for they must ever after look with 
horror upon those sufferings and priva^ 
tipns they have endured, ** The spirit of 
0, ms\n will sustain his infirmity; bnt ^ 
wounded spirit who can bear?" 

In Mr- Hftle^s remarks on that levity 
and thpughtles3ness which are the general 
characteristics of female servants of the 
present day, I fully coincide, and lament 
and deprecate it as a serious evil. 

Agdin, he says that " when a tempta- 
tion is suggested, which is suited to de- 
praved inclinations, reason will make but 
littlft injpressipn upon the mind, when it 
l)as to contend with the enchanting pro- 
spect of present gnitification/' We may, 
thereforci frpm th^ author S own hypothe- 
ses, conclude, that calculation is seldom 
entered into, pi} t|)e consequences likely 
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to attend the illicit indulgence. No, ex*i 

perience has too often fatally proved, that 

» 

the first deviation from the paths of rec* 
titude is the result of the moment, when 
reflection. is over-ruled by the strength of 
the passions. 

I now come to the assertion,* that the 
*• principles of the London Female Peni-^ 
tiary cannot be supported by precept or 
example from the word of God;*' and thafJ 
" no society is authorised by the word of 
God to open an asylum, and proclaim that 
it is for the purpose of admitting those ex- 
clusively who have been guilty of theniost 
flagitious crimes, without the least distriy 
butive punishment/' The fii-st part of this 
argun^ent I shall discuss at the end of these 
remarks; and with respect to the ^luthof it j 
from which this Society derives its princi- 
ples, it is to be recollected, that it is a. 
resort for those who have no possibility 

2 
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of procuring an Jionest liv^elihodd bi^t 
through such medium, and that the od-* 
jects are still open to the penalties due to 

their depraved practices, but that, being 

• • • • « 

admitted into this Asylum, and abandou-* 

• • • .1 

ing their former iniiquities, there kre the 
fewer of these ensnaring harpies left to 
walk the streets^ and beguile^ by their in- 
decent solicitations, the unwary passenger. 

Mr. Hi States, "That if any govern- 
ment proceeds upon the principles of de-* 
daring to the pubUc that those who conj- 
mit certain crimes shall go unpunished, 
and be kindly treated as though they were 
guilty of iio offence^ that government, in 
its public capacity, is answerable for the 
disruption of morals occasioned by the fa- 
tal example of this violation of their duty; 
This same reasouing will apply with equal 
6t more force to the London Female Peni-' 

' * . ■ • _ ^ 

teiitiary.'* And fartheir, why did riot the 
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*^ Society for the Suppression of Vice build 
an asylum, and proclaim aloud that it was 
for the sellers of obscene prints in the 
schools of oiir children ?'* Bat here I 
inust again observe, that the Asylum has 
hot removed a' penal statute, nor is it their 

f ' • 

; province toptit ih force the penalties of 
he law; neither would it be a very 
proper step on the part of that gorerni^ 
inent who have enacted laws, to do away 
their force in this way :— no, let the per* 
sons in power exercise the rod of correc* 
tion. Arid if a Society unconnected with 
this Institution will by their philanthropic 
exertions assist the hand of magisterial au* 
thority, they will unitedly act as a spur to 
the operative usefulness of the Peniten- 
tiary, at that period when its funds are^ 

happily so much incireased that the esta- 

*•'■>. • ' ' - . . ■ ._ , ^ . 

blishment can receive more females into 
its care than those who apply for adtnis-* 
$ion'6f their own accord. And tifere I 
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would suggest, tlmt if females arc so rear 

.' ' ■ ' ' ■ - . ■ * . i 

dily disposed to enter this place of con- 

• • ' • - ■■> ' . ' ■. 

fiuemeut. which coui'se of treatment will 
best promote the ultimate reformatioi;! all 
wish to see realized in their conduct qhd 
condition ; viz. that recommended by Mr, 

Hale to the conductors of the Peniten- 

- • . * 

tiary, whep he says> ^^ The first thing they 
ought to have done, should have beeft to 
prosecute lewd women; and after they 

had endured the punishment of their crime 

• * . ' 

in a solitary place of confinement, then, 
and then oply, would have been the time 
to have brought them into a Penitentiary,'^ 
r— or the nieans at present pureued by thq 
Institution. I make my appeal to the 

* ' • * . 

candour and unprejudiced understanding 
of the reader who is at ^11 experienced in 

the character and passions of the humao 

- * • • -.If . . . « .. 

heart, if it is not evident to his senses that 
there is a much better prospect of the 
greater amendment taking place in thjit 
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female's manners wha is adniitted fronaf 

her own unbiassed application, than of 

her wbq^ being first prosecuted by this 

Asylum, and thfough their means having 

endure^ cpnfinement in a solitary place, 

is thpn informed that by discipline she is 

'. ' * * * 

now rendered a qualified candidate for 

their prptectipn and patronage. I ani 

convinced of the truth of my position, 

4 

when I assert that liot one fourth of those 
unfortunate women so proceeded against, 

'would be induced to accept the proflfered 

» 

boon, 

What parallelism can be drawn between 
the enormous crimes of those who corrupt 
the principles of youth, by selling then^ 
obscene prints, and the objects of the 
Penitentiary, I am at a loss to conceive. 
Vice in all its forms is odious, but there are 
gradations in iniquity : and I would here 
urge the greater atrocity of those incendiar 
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pes who by their execrable attempts, aira-» 
ed at the corrupt and dormant passions of 
youth of both sexes, at that critical anct 
tender age when under a course of educiu 
tion, too often fan the latent spark of un=- 
lawful desire into a flame ; and the deep 
and abiding impressions their mind§ 
admit of at this interesting period of 
life. After considering the baneful con» 
Sequesccs of their poisonous infusions, 
what arguments can be urged in behalf 
of an asylum for these agents of barbarity, 
with that propriety iand force they can bp 
for the Penitentiary, I have no concpp» 
tion. They first ivent into their detestable 
employments by choice ; they experience 
no privations in the pursuit of them, antl 
have ^ thousand occupations to which 
they could resort to procure a livelihood^ 
if they would abandon them ; they ha4 
no beguiling solicitations and false pro* 
mises to seduce them from ^e p&ths pf 
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.tSohsistent conduct, they dismiss hef -tritHi 
the aidmonition oiir Lord gave to the adul- 
teress before mentioned — "Go, and sin 
tro more/' And I will here present the 
teader with a few instances, out of the 

4 

many thrit are recorded in Scripture, in 
Support of the principles of the London 
.I'emaje Penitentiary. "Let him know, 
that be who con verteth the sinner from the 
feitor of bis way, shall save a soul from 
deathy and shall hide a ijnultitude of sins/' 
Again, "When Jesus- heard it, he saith 
tin to them, They that ^fc whole have i»o 
jjfeed of a physician, but they that are 
Sick. I came not to call the righteous, 
h\it sinners, to repentance/* He may also 
refer to the parable of the prodigal, and 
id the conversion of the Samaritan bar- 
Jot, of Zaccheus, and of Mary Magdalen, 
together w4th many examples of the com- 
|)dssionate regard and benevolence our Sa- 
tiour n^nifested to all who sincerely re- 
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pentcd o( their former wickedness, arid 
the charitable veil he cast over their trans- 
gressions^no longer injurious tb society, 
or necessary to be reprobate(^ the con- 
verts having seen the evil of sin, and en- 
tertaining a pi-oper sense of its dreadful 
consequences. 

Having thus taken into consideration 
Mr. Hale's chief objections to the prin- 
ciples upon which the London Female 
Penitentiary is founded, and the direful 
presages he holds out of its ultimate ef- 
fects, here I must remark, that the more 
I have- considered this highly interesting 
subject, the firmer are my convictions 
of its beneficial tendency rooted, and tke 
more inflexible are my opinions as to 
the fallacy of his predictions. Having 
given nothing but the undisguised senti- 
ments of my mind, actuated by no other 
motives than those of humanity, I com- 
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-^mit these remarks, however inadequate to 
my wishes, to the public ordeal, with eon-^ * 
fidence ia the justice and expediency of 
the measures espoused therein. 1 leave 
the subject, satisfq.ctoj:ily convinced that 
the foundation now laid of this humane 
Institution will, if carried oji with vigour, 
(:onducted with pereeverance, and extend- 
ed to the utmost limits of public patron- 
age and munificence, be consummated in 
experience, a superstructure of inconceiv- 
able utility, ^pd evidence to its sceptical 
ppposers, that the misery and ruin they 
predicted as the result of its consolidation, 
were but the illusive phantoms of tliei^" 
own imaginations, 
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